THEOPHILUS
“Exploring the Future Church: An open discussion on what it means to be in a faith community.”

Session 5 – July 13, 2011

· Prayer

· Post-Questionnaire: Please fill out the Post-Questionnaire to the best of your ability.

· Reveal: Identity of Church A, B, and C.



Church A: Epiclesis in Sacramento, CA; launched 2009, non-denominational.



Church B: The Crossings in Katy, TX; launched 2007, non-denominational.



Church C: Abbey Way Covenant Church in Minneapolis, MN; launched 2006, affiliated 


with the Evangelical Covenant Church of America.
· Discussion: Where does Theophilus go from here in terms of membership practices?

1. Does Theophilus need “members?” If so, what does “membership” look like?


2. Is it biblical to “require” certain things for membership in church?




3. Are the present requirements for church membership at Theophilus clear?




4. Do the present requirements meaningfully incorporate the mission of the church as 


connected to God’s covenant? How about the elements of New Testament church 


practice as found in Acts 2?




5. Should there be more than one “level” or “status” of membership in our church?




6. Are the various interpretive lenses that we use to describe Theophilus (our mantra, 


customs, and DNA) in harmony with what you have learned in this workshop? How 


might they be made clearer?




7. If you were to design a catechesis (new member) process for our church, what three 


most important elements would you include?




8. What did you like about Webber’s Journey to Jesus membership process? What 


would you change?



9. Would you be interested in helping in the next steps of discerning “church 



membership” at Theophilus?

· Next Steps: Developing a Statement on “Belonging to the Theophilus Community.”

